






















I am delighted to see ‘Dharohar - Traditional Wisdom for Managing Disasters’ a compilation of traditional 

Knowledge and Practices for managing disasters in Bihar.

The people of Bihar are descendants of some of the strongest minds ever on the face of the earth. In addition to 

the challenging context of natural disasters in Bihar, emerging uncertainty due to climate change now confront 

the people of Bihar. Traditional knowledge and practices have been a dependable friend for us in all our crises. 

They hold good even today as scientists articulate theories on resilience, cooperation, adaptive capacity and 

innovation with due sense of urgency. Priority 1 of Sendai Framework for DRR, 2015 also promotes the use of 

traditional, indigenous and local knowledge and practices to complement scienti�c knowledge in disaster risk 

assessment and development of policies, strategies, plans and programmes of speci�c sectors. I hope this will 

augment the dialogue between the people and the scienti�c community for �nding workable solutions to disaster 

risk reduction and, at the same time I strongly feel this book would be highly bene�cial to the researchers, 

policymakers and others involved in this arena.

I wish to congratulate the entire team of Disaster Management Department for taking such kinds of initiatives to 

compile common solutions for disaster management that the people of Bihar have practiced for ages. 

. 

PROF. CHANDRASHEKHAR

PROF. CHANDRASHEKHAR

Hon’ble Minister  

Disaster Management  
Government of Bihar
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ICICI Bank is honored to get integrated to this noble thought of depicting e�ective response to disaster. Age old 
practices pertaining to the use of ICT tools towards streamlining the warning and timely information is the key 
to evade various man-made and natural disasters .The State of Bihar has been prone to multi-hazards like flood, 
earthquake, and storm and thus the importance of management and preparedness regarding this cannot be em -
phasized more. It is heartening to witness that Bihar has migrated from relief to “preparedness” and rehabilitation 
to “mitigation”.  
 
ICICI Bank , India’s largest private sector bank, known for its technology, service and social face remains commit -
ted towards partnering the progress. Today, we have 90 branches and 400+ ATMs in Bihar and we are planning to 
signi�cantly scale up our operations to support the next phase of growth in the state which will include setting up 
of new branches and  partnering with the State to o�er technology-enabled banking solutions. Since its inception, 
ICICI Bank has been leveraging technology to create new paradigms in �nancial services and has been able to set a 
benchmark in the  Industry with complete preparedness of disaster recovery. ICICI Bank has also set up “Academy 
for Skills “at Patna, enabling livelihood through free vocational training to the underprivileged youth of the State. 
 
Across the country , the bank services its large customer base of more than 70mn  through a multi-channel deliv -
ery network of 4,450 branches; 14,393 ATMs; multilingual call centers; internet banking (www.icicibank.com); mo -
bile banking; banking on Facebook & Twitter ;‘Pockets’, the country’s �rst digital bank; Business Correspondents, 
Software Robotics  and Branch on Wheels. 
 
We thank the Principal Secretary, Department of Disaster Management for choosing ICICI Bank as the partner 
towards this noble cause. 
 
We care for you, “Khayal Aapka”!

Avijit Saha

Avijit Saha

GM Retail Business Head
ICICI Bank

Message
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