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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)

New Delhi, the 26th December, 2005/Pausa 5, 1927 (Saka)

The following Act of Pariiament received the assent of the President on
the 23rd December, 2005 and is hereby published for general information:-—

THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT, 2005
No. 53 or 2005
[23rd December, 2005.]

An Act to provide for the effective management of disasters and for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.
BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows:-—
CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY
1. (1) This Act may be called the Disaster Management Act, 2005.
(2) It extends 10 the whole of India.

{3) Tt shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by notifi-
cation in the Official Gazette appoint, and diffcrent dates may be appointed lot diilcrent
provisions of this Act and for different States, and any reference to commencement b any
pro asion o7 this At i relation to any State shal! be construed as a reference o the cone
mercement of that srovision in that State :
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2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(a) "affected area"™ means an area or part of the country affected by a disaster;
(b) "capacity-building” includes——
(9) identification of existing resources and resources to be acquired or
created;
(#/) acquiring or creating resources identified under sub-clause (i);

(iii) organisation and training of personnel and coordination of such training
for effective management of disasters;

(¢) "Central Government” means the Ministry or Department of the Government
of India having administrative control of disaster management;

(d) "disaster" means a catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grave occurrence in any
area, arising from natural or man made causes, or by accident or negligence which
results in substantial loss of life or human suffering or damage to, and destruction of,
property, or damage to, or degradation of, environment, and is of such a nature or
magnitude as to be beyond the coping capacity of the community of the affected area;

(e) "disaster management" means a continuous and integrated process of
planning, organising, coordinating and implementing measures which are necessary
or expedient for—

(7) prevention of danger or threat of any disaster;

(ii) mitigation or reduction of risk of any disaster or its severity or
consequences;

’

(iif) capacity-building;

(i) preparedness to deal with any disaster;
.(v) prompt responsr to any threatening disaster situation or disaster;
(vi) assessing the severity or magnitude of cffects of any disaster,;
(vii) evacuation, rescue and relief;

(viii) rehabilitation and reconstruction;

() "District Authority" means the District Disaster Mznagement Authority
constituted under sub-section (/) of section 25;

(g)' “District Plan” means thc.plnn for disaster management for the district prepared
under section 31;

(#) “local authority” includes panchayati raj institutions, municipalities, a district
board, cantonment board, town planning authority or Zila Parishad or any other body
or authority, by whatever name callcd, for the time being invested by law, for rendering
essential services or, with the control and management of civic services, within a
specified local area;

(#) "mitigation” means measures aimced at reducing the risk, impact or effects of
a disaster or threatening disaster situation;

(/) "National Authority” means the National Disaster Management Authority
established under sub-section (7) of section 3;

(k) "National Executive Committec” means the Executive Committee of the
National Authority constituted under sub-section (/) of section 8;

(/) “National Plan” means the plan for disasicr management for the whole of the

anity peanared ander seotion 1,
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(m) "preparedness” means the state of readiness to deal with a threatening
disaster situation or disaster and the effects thereof]

(n) "prescribed” means prescribed by rules nade under this Act;

(0) "reconstruction” means construction or restoration of any property after a
disaster;

(p) "resources” includes manpower, services, materials and provisions;

(q) "State Authority" means the State Disaster Management Authority
established under sub-section (/) of section 14 and includes the Disaster Management
Authority for the Union territory constituted under that section;

(r) "State Executive Committee” means the Executive Committee of a State
Authority constituted under sub-section () of section 20;

(s) “State Govemnment” moans the Department of Government of the State having
administrative control of disaster management and includes Administrator of the Union
territory appointed by the President under article 239 of the Constitution;

() “State Plan” means the plan for disaster management for the whole of the
State prepared under section 23.

CHAPTERI
THE NATIONAL DI1SASTER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

3. (1) With effect from such date as the Central Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette appoint in this behalf, there shall be established for the purposes of this Act,
an authority to be known as the National Disaster Management Authority.

(2) The National Authority shall consist of the Chairperson and such number of other
members, not exceeding nine, as may be prescribed by the Central Government and, unless
the rules otherwise provide, the National Authority shall consist of the following:—

(@) the Prime Minister of India, who shall be the Chairperson of the National
Authority, ex officio;

(b) other members, not excecding ninc, to be nominated by the Chairperson of
the National Authority.

(3) The Chairperson of the National Authority may designate one of the members
nominated under clause (#) of sub-section (2) to be the Vice-Chairperson of the National
Authority. ‘

(4) The term of office and conditions of service of members of the National Authority
shall be such as may be prescribed.

4. () The National Authority shall mect as and when necessary and at such time and
place as the Chairperson of the National Authority may think fit.

(2) The Chairperson of the National Authority shall preside over the meetings of the
National Authority.

(3) If for any reason the Chairperson of the National Authority is unable to attend any
meeting of the National Authority, the Vice-Chairperson of the National Authority shall
preside over the meeting.

5. The Central Government shall proyide the National Authority with such officers,
consultants and employees, as it considers necessary for carrying out the functions of the
National Authority.
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- 6. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the National Authority shall have the
responsibility for laying down the policies, plans and guidelines for disaster management for
ensuring timely and effective response to disaster,

(2) Without prejudice to generality of the provisions contained in sub-section (1),
the National Authority may —

(a) lay down policies on disaster management;
(&) approve the National Plan;

(¢) approve plans prepared by the Ministries or Departments of the Government
of India in accordance with the National Plan;

(d) lay down guidelines to be followed by the State Authorities in drawing up the
State Plan;

(e) lay down guidelines to be followed by the different Ministries or Departments
of the Government of India for the purpose of integrating the measures for prevention
of disaster or the mitigation of its effects in their development plans and projects;

() coordinate the enforcement and implementation of the policy and plan for
disaster management;

(8) recommend provision of funds for the purpose of mitigation;

(h) provide such support to other countries affected by major disasters as may
be determined by the Central Government; '

(¥) take such other measures for the prevention of disaster, or the mitigation, or
Preparedness and capacity building for dealing with the threatcning disaster situation
or disaster as it may consider hecessary;

(/) lay down bread policies and guidclines for the functioning of the National
Institute of Disaster Management.

(3) The Chairperson of the National Authority shall, in the case of emergency, have
Power to exercise all or any of the powers of the National Authority but exercise of such
powers shall be subject to ex Post facto ratification by the National Authority.

7. (1) The National Authority may constitute an advisory committee consisting of
experts in the field of disaster Mmanagement and having practical experience of disaster
anagement at the national, State or district level to make recommendations on different
aspects of disaster management.

(2) The members of the advisory committee shall be paid such allowances as may be
prescribed by the Central Government in consultation with the National Authority.

8. (/) The Central Government shall, immediately after issue of notification under
sub-section (/) of section 3, constitute a National Executive Committee to assist the
National Autharity in the performance of its functions under this Act.

(2) The National Executive Committee shall consist of the following members, namcly:---

(a) the Secretary to the Government of India in charge of the Ministry or
Department of the Central Government having administrative control of the disaster
management, who shall be Chairperson, ex officio;

(b) the Secretaries to the Government of India in the Ministries or Departments
having administrative control of the agriculture, atomic energy, defence, drinking water
supply, environment and forests, finance (expenditure), health, power, rural
development, science and technology, space, telecommunication, urban development,
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Mr resources and the Chief of the Integrated Defence Staff of the Chiefs of Stafl

Committee, ex officio.

(3) The Chairperson of the National Executive Committee may invite any other officer
of the Central Government or a State Government for taking part in any meeting of the

National Executive Committee and shall exercise such powers and perform such functions as
may be prescribed by the Central Government in consultation with the National Authority.

(4) The procedure to be followed by the National Executive Committee in exercise of its
powers and discharge of its functions shall be such as may be prescribed by the Central

Government,

9. (/) The National Executive Committec may, as and when it considers necessary,
constitute one or more sub-committees, for the efficient discharge of its functions.

(2) The National Executive Committee shail, from amongst its members, appoint the
Chairperson of the sub-committee referred to in sub-section (/).

(3) Any person associated as an expert with any sub-committee may be paid such

_ allowances as may be prescribed by the Central Government.

10. (J) The National Executive Committee shall assist the National Authority in the
discharge of its functions and have the responsibility for implementing the policies and
plans of the National Authority and ensure the compliance of directions issued by the
Central Government for the purpose of disaster management in the country.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions contained in sub-section (/),
the National Executive Committee may —
(a) act as the coordinating and monitoring body for disaster management;

(b) prepare the National Plan to be approved by the National Authority;
(¢) coordinate and monitor the implementation of the National Policy;

(d) lay dowi: guidelines for preparing disaster management plans by different
Ministries or Departments of the Government of India and the State Authorities;

(e) provide necessary lechnical assistance to the State Governments and the
State Authorities for preparing their disaster management plans in accordance with the
guidelines laid down by the National Authority;

(/) monitor the implementation of the National Plan and the plans prepared by the
Ministries or Departments of the Government of India; '

(g) monitor the implementation of the guidelines laid down by the National
Authority for integrating of measures for prevention of disasters and mitigation by the
Ministries or Departments in their development plans and projects;

(h) monitor, coordinate and give dircctions regarding the mitigation and
preparedness measures to be taken by different Ministries or Departments and agencies
of the Government;

(i) evaluate the preparedness at all governmental levels for the purpose of
responding to any threatening disaster situation or disaster and give directions, where
necessary, for enhancing such preparcdness;

() plan and coordinate specialised training programme for disaster management
for different levels of officers, employees and voluntary rescuc workers;

© (ky coordinate response in the cvent of anv threatening disaster sitnation or
disaster:
(I tay down guiderines for. or give directions to, the concerned Musiries of

Departrments of the Covernmoen of indin the State Government and the
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State Authorities regarding- measures to be taken by them in response to any
threatening disaster situation or disaster,

(m) require any department or agency of the Government to make available to the
National Authority or State Authorities such men or material resources as are available
with it for the purposes of cmergency response, rescue and relief;

(n) advise, assist and coordinate the activities of the Ministries or Departments
of the Government of India, State Authorities, statutory bodies, other governmental or
non-governmental organisations and others engaged in disaster management;

(o) provide necessary technical assistance or give advice to the State Authorities
and District Authorities for carrying out their functions under this Act,

(p) promote general education and awareness in relation to disaster management;

and
() perform such cther functions as the National Authority may require it to
perform.
National 11. (/) There shall be drawn up a plan for disaster management for the whole of the
Plan. country to be called the National Plan.

(2) The National Plan shall be prepared by the National Executive Committee having
regard to the National Policy and in consultation with the State Governments and expert
bodies or organisations in the field of disaster management to be approved by the National.
Authority.

(3) The National Plan shall include—

(a) measures to be taken for the prevention of disasters, or the mitigation of
their effects;

(b) measures to be taken for the integration of mitigation measures in the
development plans;

(c) measures to be taken for preparedness and capacity building to effectively
respond to any threatening disaster situations or disaster;

(d) roles and resbonsibilities of different Ministries or Departments of the
Government of India in respect of measures specified in clauses (a), (b) and (¢).

(#) The National Plan shall be reviewed and updated annually.

(5) Appropriate provisions shall be made by the Central Government for financing the
measures to be carried out under the National Plan,

(6) Copies of the National Plan referred to in sub-sections (2) and (4) shall be made
available to the Ministries or Departments of the Government of India and such Ministries or
Departments shall draw up their own plans in accordance with the National Plan.

Guidelines for 12. The National Authority shall recommend guidelines for the minimum standards of

minimum rclief to be proVided to persons affected by disaster, which shall include,—
standards of
relief. (/) the minimum requirements to be provided in the relicf camps in relation to

shelter, food, drinking water, medical cover and sanitation;
(i) the special provisions to be made for widows and orphans;

(iif) ex gratia assistance on account of loss of life as also assistance on account
of damage to houses and for restoration of means of livelihood;

() such other relief as may be necessary.

Religf in for 13, The National Authority may, in cases of disasters of severc magnitude, recommend
fepaymen: reliet in repayment of loans o for grant of fresh loans te the persons affected disaster on

U

sudh conce stonal terms as nay be approprate
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CHAPTERIII
STATE DisASTE:R MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

14. (1) Every State Government shall, as soon as may be after the issue of the notification -

under sub-section (/) of section 3, by notification in the Official Gazette, establish a State
Disaster Management Authority for the State with such. name as may be specified in the
notification of the State Government. :

(2) A State Authority shall consist of the Chairperson and such number of other
members, not exceeding nine, as may be prescribed by the State Government and, unless the
rules otherwise provide, the State Authority shall consist of the following members,
namely.— ’ _

(@) the Chief Minister of the State, who shall be Chairperson, ex officio;

(b) other members, not excceding eight, to be nominated by the Chairperson of
the State Authority;

(c) the Chairperson of the State Executive Committee, ex officio.

(3) The Chairperson of the State Authority may designate one of the members nominated
under clause (b) of sub-section (2) to be the Vice-Chairperson of the State Authority.

(4) The Chairperson of the State Exccutive Committee shall be the Chief Exccutive
Officer of the Statc Authority, ex officio:

Provided that in the case of a Union territory having Legislative Assembly, except the
Union territory of Delhi, the Chief Minister shall be the Chairperson of the Authority
established under this section and in case of other Union territories, the Lieutenant Governor
or the Administrator shall be the Chairperson of that Authority:

Provided further that the Lieutenant Governor of the Union territory of Delhi shall be
the Chairperson and the Chief Minister thereof shall be the Vice-Chairperson of the State
Authority.

(5) The term of office and conditions of service of members of the State Authority shall
be such as may be prescribed. ;

15. (1) The State Authority shall mcet as and when necessary and at such time and
place as the Chairperson of the State Authority may think fit.

(2) The Chairperson of the State Authority shall preside over the meetings of the
State Authority. . '

e
(3) If for any reason, the Chairperson of the Sldfe Authority is unable to attend the
meeting of the State Authorily, the Vice-Chairpersori of the State Authority shall preside at
the meeting.

16. The State Government shall provide the State Authority with such officers,

State Authority.

17. (1) A State Authority may. as and when it considers necessaty, constitule an
advisory committee, consisting of experts in the ficld of disaster management and having
practical experience of disaster management to make recommendations on different aspects
of disaster management.

2 The members o the advisory committee shiafl be paid such allowspees gy b

WOsCT e hj,' the State Govesrnen
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Powers and 18. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a State Authority shall have the

g"f“m“ of  responsibility for laying down policies and plans for disaster management in the State. -
ate
Authority. (2) Without prejudice to the generality of provisions contained in sub-section (7), the

State Authority may —
(a) lay down the State disaster management policy;

(b) approve the State Plan in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the
National Authority;

(c) approve the disaster management plans prepared by the departments of the
Government of the State;

(d) lay down guidelines to be followed by the departments of the Government of

* the State for the purposes of integration of measures for prevention of disasters and

mitigation in their development plans and projects and provide necessary technical
assistance therefor;

(¢) coordinate the implementation of the State Plan;
(/) recommend provision of funds for mitigation and preparedness measures;

(g) review the development plans of the different departments of the State and
ensure that prevention and mitigation measures are integrated therein;

(h) review the measures being taken for mitigation, capacity building and
preparedness by the departments of the Govemment of the State and issue such
guidelines as may be necessary.

(3) The Chairperson of the State Authority shall, in the case of emergency, have power
to exercise all or any of the powers of the State Authority but the exercise of such powers
shall be subject to ex post facto ratification of the State Authority.

Guidelines for 19. The State Authority shall lay down detailed guidelines for providing standards of
minimum relief to persons affectcd by disaster in the State:

standard. of

::":te}fo‘:z’ Statc Provided that such standards shal! in no case be less than the minimum standards in

. the guidelines laid down by the National Authority in this regard.

S:g:;‘;‘c“‘““ 20. (7) The State Government shall, immediately after issue of notification under sub-
Exccutive section (/) of section 14, constitute a State Executive Committee to assist the State Authority
Committee. in the performance of its functions and to coordinate action in accordance with the guidelines

laid down by the State Authority and ensurc the compliance of directions issued by the State
Government under this Act.

(2) The Statc Executive Committce shall consist of the following members, namely:—

(a) the Chicf Secretary to the State Government, who shall be Chairperson,
ex officio;

(b) four Secretarics to the Government of the State of such departments as the
State Government may think fit, ex officio. :

(3) The Chairperson of the State Executive Committce shall exercise such powers and
perform such functions as may be prescribed by the State Government and such other
powers and functions as may be delegated to him hy the State Authority.

(4) The procedure to be followed by the State Executive Committee in exercise of its
powers and discharge of its functions shai! be such as may be prescribed by the State
Government.
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21. (/) The State Executive Committee may, as and when it considers necessary,
constitute one or more sub-committees, for efficicnt discharge of its functions.

(2) The State Executive Committee shall, from amongst its members, appoint the
Chairperson of the sub-committec referred to in sub-section (/).

(3) Any person assoriated as an expert with any sub-committee may be paid such
allowances as may be prescribed by the State Government.

22. (1) The State Executive Committee shall have the responsibility for implementing
the National Plan and State Plan and act as the coordinating and monitoring body for
management of disaster in the State.

* (2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-section (/), the State
Executive Committee may—

(a) coordinate and monitor the implementation of the National Policy, the National
Plan and the State Plan; '

(b) cxamine the vulnerability of different parts of the State to different forms of
disasters and specify measures to be taken for their prevention or mitigation;

(c) lay down guidelines for preparation of disaster management plans by the
departments of the Government of the State and the District Authorities;

(d) monitor the implementation of disastcr management plans preparcd by the
departments of the Governinent of the State and District Authorities;

() monitor the implementation of the guidelines laid down by the State Authority
for integrating of measures for prevention of disasters and mitigation by the departments
in their development plans and projects;

() evaluate preparedness at all governmental or non-governmental levels to
respond to any threatening disaster situation or disaster and give directions, where
necessary, for enhancing such preparedness;

(g) coordinate response in the event of any threatcning disaster situation or
disaster;

(h) give directions to any Department of the Government of the State or any
other authority or body in the State regarding actions to be taken in responsc to any
threatening disaster situation or disaster;

(i) promote general education, awarencss and community training in regard to
the forms of disasters to which different parts of the State are vulnerable and the
measures that may be taken by such conwnunity to prevent the disaster, mitigate and
respond to such disaster;

(j) advise, assist and coordinate the activities of the Departments of the
Government of the State, District Authoritics, statutory bodies and other governmental
and non-governmental organisations engaged in disaster manageinent,

(k) provide necessary technical assistance or give advice to District Authoritics
and local authorities for carrying out their tunctions cffectively,

(/) advise the State Government regarding all financial matters in rclation to
disaster management;

(m) examine the construction, in any local arca_ in the State and, if it is of the
opinion that the standards laid for such construction for the prevention of disaster is
not being or has not been followed. may direct the District Authority or the local
authority, as the case may be, o take such action ax may be necessary to sccure
compliance of such standards:

Cproede inforeeaion b e Do b Anthorre e ating e differen aspecr
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(0) lay down, review and update State level response plans and guidclines and
ensure that the district level plans are prepared, reviewed and updated;

(p) ensure that communication systems are in order and the disaster management
drills are carried out periodically;

(9) perform such other functions as may be assigned to it by the State Authority
or as it may consider necessary,

State Plan, 23. (1) There shall be a plan for disaster management for every State to be called the
State Disaster Management Plan,

(2) The State Plan shall be prepared by the State Executive Committee having regard to
the guidelines laid down by the National Authority and after such consultation with local
authorities, district authorities and the people's Tepresentatives as the State Executive
Committee may deem fit.

(3) The State Plan prepared by the State Executive Committee under sub-section @
shall be approved by the Stats Authority.

(4) The State Plan shal] include,—
(a) the vulnerability of different parts of the State to different forms of disasters;
() the measures to be adopted for prevention and mitigation of disasters;

(c) the manner in which the mitigation measures shall be integrated with the
development plans and projects; :

(d) the capacity-building and preparedness measures to be taken;

(e) the roles and responsibilities of each Department of the Government of the
State in relation to the measures specified in clauses (8), (c) and (a) above;

(/) the roles and responsibilities of different Departments of the Government of
the State in responding to any threatening disaster situation or disaster.

(5) The State Plan shall be reviewed and updated annually.

(6) Appropriate provisions shall be made by the State Government for financing for the
measures to be carried out under the State Plan,

(7) Copies of the State Plan referred to in sub-sections (2) and () shall be made
available to the Departments of the Government of the State and such Departments shall
draw up their own plans in accordance with the State Plan.

Powers and 24. For the purpose of, assisting and protecting the community affected by disaster or
functions of providing relief to such community or, preventing or combating disruption or dealing with

Stat . b . .
E:e;umc the effects of any threatening disaster situation, the State Executive Committee may—
Committee in

the cvent of (a) control and restrict, vehicular traffic to, from or within, the vulnerable or
threatening affected area;

disaster

sttuation. (b) control and restrict the entry of any person into, his movement within and

departure from, a vulnerable or affected arca;
(c) remove debris, conduct search and carry out rescue operations;

(d) provide shelter, food, drinking water, essential provisions, healthcare and
services in accordance with the standards laid down by the National Authority and
State Authority;

(e) give direction to the concerned Department of the Government of the State,
any DistriczAuthority or other authority, within the local limits of the State to take such
measure o steps for rescue. evacuation or providing immed:ate relief’saving lives o
property. 1 mav be necessary in its opinion.:
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(/) require any department of the Government of the State or any other body or
authority or person in charge of any relevant resources to make available the resources
for the purposes of emergency response, rescue and relief;

(8) require experts and consultants in the field of disasters to provide advice and
assistance for rescue and relief:

(h) procure exclusive or preferential use of amenities from any authority or person
as and when required;

(?) construct teinporary bridges or other necessary structures and demolish
unsafe structures which may be hazardous to public;

(/) ensure that non-governmental organisations carry out their activities in an
equitable and non-discriminatory manner;

(k) disseminate information to public to deal with any threatening disaster
situation or disaster; :

() take such steps as the Central Government or the State Government may
direct in this regard or take such other steps as are required or warranted by the form
of any threatening disaster situation or disaster,

CHAPTER IV
DistricT DisasTer MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

25. (1) Every State Govemnment shall, as soon as may be after issue of notification Constitution
under sub-section (/) of section 14, by notification in the Official Gazette, establish a District ;’)‘. D‘:‘"C‘
Disaster Management Authority for every district in the State with such hame as may be M'::: ; (:mcnt

specified in that notification, Authority.

(2) The District Authority shall consist of the Chairperson and such number of other
members, not exceeding seven, as may be prescribed by the State Government, and unless
the rules otherwise provide, it shall consist of the following, namely:—

(a) the Collector or District Magistrate or Deputy Commissioner, as the case may
be, of the district who shall be Chairperson, ex afficio;

(b) the elected representative of the local authority who shall be the co-
Chairperson, ex officio:

- Provided that in the Tribal Areas, as referred to in the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution, the Chief Executive Member of the district council of autonomous district,
shall be the. co-Chairperson, ex officio;

(¢) the Chief Executive Officer of the DistrictAuthority, ex officio;
(d) the Superintendent of Police, ex officio;
(e) the Chief Medical Officer of the district, ex officio;
() not exceeding two other district level officers, to be appointed by the State
Government,
(3) In any district where zila parishad exists, the Chairperson thereof shall be the co-
Chairperson of the District Authority.
(4) The State Government shall appoint an officer not below the rank of Additional
Collector or Additional District Magistrate or Add itional Deputy Commissioner, as the case
may be, of the district to be the Chief Executive Officer of the District Authority to excercise

such powers and perform such functions as may be nrescribed by the State Government and
such other powers and functions as may be delegated to him by the District Authority.

26. (/) The Chairperson of the District Authority shall) in addition to presiding over  Power: s
the meetings of the District ~uthority, exercjoc ancdischarge sueh owers and functions of - Chany

.. oL . - . o . RIS
e District Auth Y as the Jaatrgot Auhorits sz Coloiaie 1o b
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(2) The Chairperson of the District Authority shall, in the case of zin emergency, have
power to exercise all or any of the powers of the District Authority but the exercise of such
powers shall be subject to ex post facto ratification of the District Authority.

(3) The District Authority or the Chairperson of the District Authority may, by general
or special order, in writing, dclegate such of its or his powers and functions, under sub-
section (/) or (2), as the case may be, to the Chief Executive Officer of the District Authority,
subject to such conditions and limitations, if any, as it or he deems fit.

27. The District Authority shall meet as and when necessary and at such time and
placc as the Chairperson may think fit.

28. (/) The District Authority may, as and when it cons:Jers necessary, constitute
one or more advisory committees and other committees for the cfficient discharge of its
functions.

(2) The District Authority shall, from amongst its members, appoint the Chairperson of
the Committee referred to in sub-section (7).

(3) Any person associated as an expert with any committee or sub-committee
constituted under sub-section (/) may be paid such allowances as may be prescribed by the
State Government. .

29. The State Government shall provide the District Authority with such officers,
consultants and other employees as it considers necessary for carrying out the functions of
District Authority.

30. (/) The District Authority shall act as the district planning, coordinating and
implementing body for disaster management and take all measurcs for the purposes of
disaster management in the district in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the
National Authority and the State Auuiority.

(2) Without prejudice to the gencrality of the provisions of sub-section (7)), the District
Authority may—

(i) prepare a disastcr management plan including district responsc plan for the
district;

(i) coordinate and monitor the implementation of the National Policy, State
Policy, National Plan, State Plan and District Plan; '

(iii) ensure that the arcas in the district vulnerable to disasters are identified and
measures for the prevention of disasters and the mitigation of its effects are undertaken
by the departments of the Government at the district level as well as by the local
authorities;

(4v) ensure that the guidelines for prevention of disasters, mitigation of its cffects,
preparedness and responsc measures as laid down by the National Authority and the
State Authority are followed by all departments of the Government at the district level
and the local authorities in the district;

(v) give directions to different authorities at the district level and local authoritics
to take such other measurcs for the prevention or mitigation of disasters as may be
necessary;

(vi) lay down guidelines for prevention of disaster management plans by the
department of the Government af the districts level and local anthorities in the dist-ict:

tviiy manitor the nnplenontation of disasier manage nent lans prepared By the

Dieparteents o the Goveraae ot the diateiot Bvels
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(viii) lay down guidelines to be followed by the Departments of the Government
at the district level for purposes of integration of measures for prevention of disasters
and mitigation in their development plans and projects and provide necessary technical

 assistance therefor;

(ix) monitor the implementation of measures referred to in clause (viii);

(x) review the state of capabilities for responding to any disaster or threatening
disaster situation in the district and give directions to the relevant departments or
authorities at the district level for their upgradation as may be necessary;

(xi) review the preparedness measures and give directions to the concerned
departments at the district level or other concerned authorities where necessary for
bringing the preparedness measures to the levels required for responding effectively
to any disaster or threatening disaster situation;

(xif) organise and coordinate specialised training programmes for different levels
of officers, employees and voluntary rescue workers in the district;

(xiii) facilitate community training and awareness programmes for prevention of
disaster or mitigation with the support of local authorities, governmental and non-
governmental organisations;

(xiv) set up, maintain, review and upgrade the mechanism for early warnings and
dissemination of proper information to public;

(xv) prepare, review and update district level response plan and guidelines;
(xvi) coordinate response to any threatening disaster situation or disaster,;

(xvii) ensure that the Departments of the Government at the district Icvel and the
local authorities prepare their response plans in accordance with the district response
plan;

(xviii) lay dowa guidelines for, or give direction to, the concerned Department of
the Government w the district level or any other authorities within the local limits of the _
district to take measures to respond effectively to any threatening disaster situation or
disaster;

(xix) advise, assist and coordinate the activities of the Dcpartments of the
Government at the district level, statutory bodies and other governmental and non-
governmental organisations in the district engaged in the disaster management,

{xx) coordinate with, and give guidélincs to, local authorities in the district to
ensure that measures for the prevention or mitigation of threatcning disaster situation
or disaster in the district are carried out promptly and effectively;

(xxi) provide necessary technical assistance or give advise to the local authorities
in the district for carrying out their functions;

(xxii) review development plans prepared by the Departments of the Government
at the district level, statutory authorities or local authorities with a view to make
necessary provisions thercin for prevention of disaster or mitigation;

(xxiif) examine the construction in any area in the district and, if it is of the
opinion that the standards for the prevention of disaster or mitigation laid down for
such construction is not being or has not been followed, may direct the concerned
authority to take such action as may be necessary to secure compliance of such
standards;

(xxuv) identify buildings and places which could, in the event of any threatening
crctuetenor disaster b vsed asretieleenters o campand make arranger ent

water o and sarastc e sned buildi o ca ooy
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(xxv) establish stockpiles of relief and rescue materials or ensure preparedness
to make such materials available at a short notice;

(xxvi) provide information to the State Authority relating to different aspects of
disaster management;

(xxvii) encourage the involvement of non-governmental organisations and
voluntary social-welfare institutions working at the grassroots level in the district for
disaster management; '

(xxviii) ensure communication systems are in order, and disaster management
drills are carried out periodically;

(xxix) perform such other functions as the State Government or State Authority
may assign to it or as it deems necessary for disaster management in the District.

31. () There shall be a plan for disaster management for every district of the State.

(2) The District Plan shall be prepared by the District Authority, after consultation
with the local authorities and having regard to the National Plan and the State Plan, to be
approved by the State Authority.

(3) The District Pian shall include-——
(a) the areas in the district vulnerable to different forms of disasters;

(b) the measures to be taken, for prevention and mitigation of disaster, by the
Departments of the Government at the district level and local authorities in the district;

(c) the capacity-building and preparedness measures required to be taken by the
Departments of the Government at the district level and the local authoritics in the
district to respond to any threatening disaster situation or disaster;

(d) the response plans and procedures, in the event of a disaster, providing for—

(i) allocation of responsibilities to the Departments of the Government at
the district level and the local authorities in the district;

(i) prompt response to disaster and relief thereof;
(iif) procurement of essential resources;
(iv) establishment of communication links; and
(v) the dissemination of information to the public;
(e) such other matters as may be required by the State Authority.
(4) The District Plan shall be reviewed and updated annually.

(5) The copies of the District Plan referred to in sub-sections (2) and (4) shall be made
available to the Departments of the Government in the district.

(6) The District Authority shall send a copy of the District Plan to the State Authority
which shall forward it to the State Government.

(7) The District Authority shall, review from time to time, the implementation of the
Plan and issue such instructions to different departments of the Government in the district as
it may deem necessary for the implementation thereof.

32. Every office of the Government of India and of the State Government at the district
level and the local authorities shall, subject to the supervision of the District Authority, —
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(a) prepare a disaster management plan setting out the following, namely:—

(i) provisions for prevention and mitigation measures as provided for in
the District Plan and as is assigned to the department or agency concerned,

v (ii) provisions for taking measures relating to capacity-building and
preparedness as laid down in the District Plan;

(iii) the response plans and procedures, in the event of, any threatening
disaster situation or disaster; '

(b) coordinate the preparation and the implementation of its plan with those of
_ the other organisations at the district level including local authority, communities and
other stakeholders;

(c) regularly review and update the plan; and

(d) submit a copy of its disaster management plan, and of any amendment
thereto, to the District Authority.

33. The District Authority may by order require aﬁy officer or any Department at the
district level or any local authority to take such measures for the prevention or mitigation of
disaster, or to effectively respond to it, as may be necessary, and such officer or department
shall be bound to carry out such order.

34. For the purpose of assisting, protecting or providing relief to the community, in
response to any threatening disaster situation or disaster, the District Authority may—

(a) give directions for the release and use of resources available with any
Department of the Government and the local authority in the district;

(b) control and restrict vehicular traffic to, from and within, the vulnerable or
affected area;

. () control and restrict the. entry of any person into, his movement within and
depnmareﬁ'om, a vulnerable or affected arca;

(d) remove debris, conduct search and carry out rescue operations;

(e} provide shelter, food, drinking water and essential provisions, healthcare and
services;

(/) establish emergency communication systems in the affected area;
(g) make arrangements for the disposal of the unclaimed dead bodics;

() recommend to any Department of the Government of the State or any authority
or body under that Government at the district level to take such measures as are
necessary in its opinion;

- (i) require experts and consultants in the relevant fields to advise and assist as
it may deem necessary;

(/) procure exclusive or preferential use of amenities from any authority or person;

(k) construct temporary bridges or other necessary structures and demolish

structures which may be hazardous to public or aggravate the effects of the disaster;

(A/) ensure that the non-governmental organisation: carry out their activities in
an equitable and non-discriminatory manner:

im) take such other steps e mav e required or wiweranted o be wher in such a
snuation,
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CHAPTER V
MEASURES BY THE GOVERNMENT FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT

35. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Central Government shall take all
such measures as it deems necessary or expedient for the purpose of disaster management.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-
section (/), the measures which the Central Government may take under that sub-section
include measures with respect to all or any of the following matters, namely:—

(a) coordination of actions of the Ministries or Departments of the Government
of India, State Governments, National Authority, State Authorities, governmental and
non-governmental organisations in relation to disaster management;

() ensure the integration of measures for prevention of disasters and mitigation
by Ministries or Departments of the Government of India into their development plans
and projects;

(c) ensure appropriate allocation of funds for prevention of disaster, mitigation,
capacity-building and preparedness by the Ministries or Departments of the Government
of India;

(d) ensure that the Ministries or Departments of the Government of India take
necessary measures for preparedness to promptly and effectively respond to any
threatening disaster situation or disaster;

(e) cooperation and assistance to State Governmeuts, as requested by them or
otherwise deemed appropriate by it;

(/) deployment of naval, military and air forces, other armed forces of the Union
or any other civilian personnel as may be required for the purposes of this Act;

(g) coordination with the United Nations agencies, international organisations
and governments of forcign countries for the purposes of this Act;

() establish institutions for research, training, and developmental programmes
in the field of disaster management;

(#) such other matters as it dcems necessary or cxpedicnt for the purpose of
securing effective implementation of the provisions of this Act.

(3) The Central Government may extend such support to other countries affected by
major disaster as it may deem appropriate.

36. It shall be the responsibility of every Ministry or Department of the Government of
India to —

(a) take measurcs necessary for prevention of disasters, mitigation, preparcdness
and capacity-building in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the National
Authority;

(b) integrate into its development plans and projecis, the measures for prevention
or mitigation of disasters in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the National
Authority; ’

(c) respond effectively and promptly to any threatening disaster situation or
disaster in accordance with the guidelines of the National Authority or the directions
ofthe National Executive Committee in this behalf:

(/Y review the enactments administered by it its policies, rules and reguiations,
vith aview te incorporate therein the provicion:. necessary forpeevention of disasters

rdgation o sreparedness:
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(e) allocate funds for measures for prevention of disaster, mitigation, capasity-
building and preparedness;

() provide assistance to the National Auihority and State Governments for—

(). drawing up mitigation, preparedness and response plans, capacity-
building, data collection and identification and training of personnel in relation
to disaster management; :

(#) carrying out rescue and relief operations in the affected area,
(iii) assessing the damage from any disaster;
() carrying out rehabilitation and reconstruction;

() make available its resources to the National Executive Committee or a State
Executive Committee for the purposes of responding promptly and effectively to any
threatening disaster situation or disaster, including measures for—

() providing emergency communication in a vulncrable or affected area;
(i4) transporting personnel and relief g00ds to and from the affected area;

(iii) providing evacuation, rescue, temporary shelter or other immediate
relief;

() setting up temporary bridges, Jetties and landing places;

(v) providing, drinking water, essential provisions, healthcare, and scrvices
in an affected area; ‘

(%) take such other actions as it may consider necessary for disaster management.
37.(1) Every Ministry or Department of the Government of India shall—

(@) prepare a disaster management plan specifying the following particulars,
namely:——
(¥) the measures to be taken by it for prevention and mitigation of disasters
in accordance with the National Plan;

(i7) the specifications regarding integration of mitigation measures in its
development plans in accordance with the guidelines of the National Authority
and the National Executive Committee;

(iih) its roles and responsibilities in relation to preparedness and capacity-
building to deal with any threatening disaster situation or disaster;

() its roles and responsibilities in regard to promptly and effectively
responding to any threatening disaster situation or disaster;

(v) the present status of its preparedness to perform the roles and
responsibilities specified in sub-clauses (iii) and (iv);

(vi) the measures required to be taken in order to enable it to perform its
responsibilities specified in sub-clauses (iii) and (iv);

(b) review and update annually the plan referred to in clause (a);

(¢) forward a copy of the Plan referred to in clause (a) or clause (), as the case
may be, to the Central Government which Government shall forwarc a copy thereof to
the National Authority for its approval.

() Every Ministry or Department of the Government of India shall- -

{u) make, wnile prepaning d saster maragerent plan under canse (a3 of sub-
seehorn (43, provisions for financin. the activitjes soecified therein;
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